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TO THE 
PRESIDENT AND GOVERNORS 


OF THE 


REVEREND DOCTOR THOMAS WHITE'S 
TEMPLE HOSPITAL 


THIS LIFE OF THE FOUNDER IS, 
BY PERMISSION, 


RESPECTFULLY DEDICATED. 


PREFACE. 


HAvinG been requested to write the Life 
of the Reverend Doctor Thomas White by 
the Governors of Temple Hospital, I have 
to acknowledge the assistance of their Agent, 
Mr. J. Tremayne Lane, who kindly furnished 
me with a great deal of the necessary 
material. I trust I have succeeded in 
collecting sufficient matter of interest to 
make a worthy record of the life of one of 
Bristol’s early benefactors. 


W. A, S. 


November, 1912. 


The Life of the 
Rev. Thomas White, pp. 


THE Rev. Thomas White, D.D., the founder 
of the almshouse in Temple Parish in the 
city of Bristol, was in his time one of the 
most celebrated preachers in England. He 
was the son of John White, a clothier, and 
was born in the Parish of Temple in the 
city of Bristol in the year 1550. His family 
was a branch of the Whites of Bedfordshire. 
He was entered as a student at Magdalen 
Hall, Oxford, in or about the year 1566. 
This is the first fact we learn about him; 
of his boyhood there is no record. At 
Magdalen, after graduating in Arts, he took 
Holy Orders, and very soon became a noted 
preacher and social reformer. His promotion 
in the Church was rapid, and indeed few men 
have lived who held so many appointments 
as he did at one and the same time. In 
the present day it would certainly not be 
tolerated. 
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He settled in London, and became Rector 
of St. Gregory’s Church near St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, and on the 23rd November, 1575, 
he was removed to the Vicarage of St. 
Dunstan’s, Fleet Street. 

During the following year he preached a 
remarkable sermon at St. Paul’s Cross 
against the vices of the Metropolis, referring 
especially to two playhouses or theatres 
which had been opened in Shoreditch, a place 
at that time designated as near London, yet 
beyond the jurisdiction of the Mayor. Stow 
in his London, 1598, called them ‘‘ Publique 
Houses ” for Acting of Comedies, etc. They 
were named “ The Theatre”? and “ The 
Curtain.” The site of the latter is still 
commemorated in the name “ Curtain Road.” 

He was licensed in the year 1584 to proceed 
in Divinity, and became Doctor in that 
Faculty.* In November in the year following 
he had a Canonry in the Cathedral Church of 
St. Paul and a Prebendship there called 
Wenlock’s Barn, conferred upon him by John 
Bishop of London, upon the death of 
Robert Towers, Bachelor of Divinity. 


* The Rev. E. C. Carter in his Notes on Sion College 
States: “In 1588 White became a Prebendary of St. 
Paul's.” 
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In April, 1590, he was made Treasurer of 
the Church of Salisbury in the place of Dr. 
John Sprint, deceased, and in the following 
year Canon of Christ Church, Oxon., and in 
1593 Canon of St. George’s Church, Windsor. 

As Dr. White did not die till 1st March, 
1624, he was incumbent of the last acquired 
of these preferments for 31 years. It is no 
wonder that he died a rich as well as a much- 
esteemed man. At the same time, it is fair 
to say that the doctor was an exceedingly 
large-hearted and generous-minded man, 
very bountiful to the poor, and it is said that 
he spent the greater part of the income he 
received from church preferments during 
his lifetime on public or charitable uses. 

It must also be noted that of all these 
preferments, but one had any cure of souls 
attaching to it; there is also no place with 
which their holder was connected, if we 
except Windsor, his latest benefice, which 
does not to this day benefit largely by his 
judicious generosity. 

Dr. White did not forget the place of his 
birth, although it is said that his wife, 
Elizabeth, the only daughter of William 
Bovey, barber surgeon and citizen of London, 
was the chief means that the Hospital was 
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founded in Bristol rather than elsewhere. 
He was 63 years of age when he built the 
Hospital in Temple Parish in the year 1613 
for six poor men and six poor women, 
endowing it with {92 per annum. In 1621 
he founded a Moral Philosophy Lecture in 
the University of Oxford, with a stipend of 
£100 per annum to the Reader, out of his 
Manor of Langdon Hills in Essex ; and gave 
five Exhibitions of £8 per annum each to 
five scholars of Magdalen Hall; and £4 per 
annum to the principal thereof, to be paid 
out of the said manor. 

He died on the 1st March, 1624, aged 74 
years, and was buried in the chancel of the 
Church of St. Dunstan-in-the-West, of which 
he was Vicar for nearly fifty years. 

His death being announced to the 
University, they, in honour to his memory, 
caused an oration to be publicly delivered 
by William Price, the first Reader of the 
Moral Philosophy Lecture, lately founded 
by Dr. White, to which speech certain 
academicians added verses on the benefactor’s 
death. They were both printed under the 
title of Schola moralis philosophie Oxon, in 
funere Whitt publicati Oxon., 1624, in two 
sheets in quarto. 


. 
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Dr. White did not publish anything besides 
his sermons. Of these are : (1) “‘ Two Sermons 
at St. Paul’s in the time of the Plague”; (2) 
“Funeral Sermon, Sir Henry Sidney’”’; (3) 
“* Sermon at Paul’s Cross on the Queen’s Day, 
1589.” 

The following is a copy of the will and 
codicils of Dr. White, extracted from the 
Registry of the Prerogative Court of 
Canterbury. This document is now in the 
possession of Sion College. It was drawn 
up by himself about a year before his 
death :— 


EXTRACTED FROM THE REGISTRY OF THE 
PREROGATIVE COURT OF CANTERBURY. 


IN THE BLESSED NAME OF THE LORD 
GOD my Creator and Father and of his Son 
Jesus Christ my only Redeemer and Saviour 
and of the Holy Ghost the only Comforter 
and Preserver of all God’s elect I THomAs 
WHITE Minister of Gods Word and Vicar of 
St. Dunstans in the West London being in 
perfect Memory and about the Age of three 
score and twelve Do here by the Grace of God 
make and declare this my last Will and 
Testament revoking all former wills made by 
me this 20th Day of February and in the Reign 
of our gracious Sovereign Lord James of Great 
Britain France and Ireland King the Twentieth 
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Year 1622 And first I do offer myself whole 
into the most merciful Hands of God in 
Christ both Soul and Body humbly beseeching 
him to forgive me all my Sins original and 
actual which I ought not to have done or in 
omitting that by any fault or defect wch I ought 
to have done in all my life and special calling 
And for Christ his Sake to give me true 
Repentance of all that so I may in hope 
through Faith and Patience have my Passage 
in Peace unto his eternal Glory Amen Next 
I will that my Body be Christianly buried in 
the Chancel of St. Dunstans abovesaid whence 
my first and my second dear Wives lie buried 
hoping wth them and all the Rest of Gods 
chosen to have a joyful Resurrection in that 
Day And I would have a grave Stone about 
three Pounds Price wth a Short inscription 
etc. made and laid And my Will is that my 
Executors shall give thirty Gowns Twenty for 
poor Men and ten for poor Women of black 
Cloth about the Price of eight shillings six 
pence or Nine Shillings the Yard and twelve 
of the Poor shall be chosen of the nediest 
of St. Dunstan’s Parish John Baldwin 
Gravemaker to one as also eight of the Poor 
Women by the Election of the Churchwardens 
and the then curate such as be in and properly 
the said Parish and not elsewhere And eke 
other eight poor Men and the poor Women 
to be likewise chosen of the Churchwardens 
and the eldest Parishioners out of the parish 
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of St. Gregorys and not elsewhere and for 
their Dinner or Supper that day twelve pence 
a piece I give my Curate a Gown my Clark 
and Sexton two Cloaks of Ten Shillings the 
Yard Item I give unto my Brother Gifford and 
my Cosin Simpsons Wife two Gowns and to my 
three Executors and three Overseers Gowns 
of Sixteen Shillings a Yard and four more to 
be bestowed by their discretion I have 
forgotten but Dr. Day I will shall have one of 
the said four Gowns Item I give ten pound 
to St. Dunstan’s and six pounds thirteen 
shillings four pence to St. Gregorys where I 
would have reasonable dues be it dinner or 
supper for Sixty of the Antientest Men and 
Women in St. Dunstan’s and for twenty other 
likewise in St. Gregory’s Parish the Day of 
my burial And I would have the Diet of 
St. Gregory’s to be at the Green Dragon And 
I give unto Mrs. Bowyne one Ring of 
Remembrance Item I do give unto the 
Churchwardens of St. Dunstan’s and to the 
Churchwardens of St. Warborowes in Bristow 
two fair Communion Cups double Gilt smooth . 
with a Patent Cover suitable legibly engraven 
about the Foot and Cover of the said Cup as 
oft as the space will give leave with two points 
even between And with a Hart enameled 
between every Writing and Figures for Anno 


Dm plain as thus Calix Charitatis Y Calix 


Charitatis And I allow twenty Marks apiece 
for the well making of them praying God 
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they may long use them well to their comfort 
Also I would have forty Rings of Gold made 
hoopwise with this Inscription graven within 
enameled red and fair Roman Letters Believe 
and Live and then a Hart engraven and 
enameled red v wth Anno Dm and these 
Friends I do remember praying them to accept 
of them and do wear them namely my three 
Executors my three Overseers my Brother 
Gifford my Brother G. White my Cosen 
Kitchen and Cosen Hurtnall of Bristowe 
Sr. John Hayward my Lady Browne Lady 
' Tyrrell Mr. Bulstrod of Horton Lady Hewett 
Mr. Edward Marchant Sr. Steven Powle 
Mr. Frith and Mr. Macheam of Windsor 
Mr. Thomas Johnson and Mr. Cooke Stationer 
Mr. Ralph Bovie Mrs. Meredith Widow Joane 
Bostocke Mrs. Flood Mrs. Porter Sr. Fra. 
Blundell my Cosen now in Ireland to the 
Witnesses to my Will yf I have given none 
before I leave for my Friends forgotten to the 
discretion of my Executors Item I would 
have in my own house a Diet the same day 
Dinner or Supper for all my Kindred or 
Acquaintance that dwell in London or come 
thither at that time or to whom I have given 
Rings as also for my Servants and my two 
Neighbrs themselves and their Wives Mr. Cox 
and Mr. Bradshaw But I charge my Executors 
that the unruly kindred of mine for some of 
whom I have done too much especially 
William Dale and his Sister that they be not 


we 
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admitted into my house to trouble my 
Executors or Friends And for this Dinner 
I allow eight Pounds as for St. Dunstan’s Diet 
fifteen pounds and for St. Gregories Diet the 
Day of my Burial six pounds thirteen 
shillings four pence I would have all duly 
done upon the same Day Item I do give for 
the buying of a fair House and backside fit 
to make a College for a Corporation of all the 
Ministers Parsons Vicars Lecturers and Curates 
within London and suburbs thereof as also 
for a convenient House or Place fast by to 
make convenient Almshouse for twenty 
Persons viz. X men and Ten Women And 
one of the discretest to be chosen every three 
Years by the Masters as also a Widow Woman 
to be the Matron to govern I say I give three 
thousand Pounds And I will have the 
Almshouse for the Laws and Order thereof 
otherwise to be all things as they are for my 
poor Almshouse in Bristowe only I will have the 
chief Governors be ever the President the two 
Deans and four of the Antient of the Ministers 
of the said College for the time being or the 
major part of them And their Count Day to 
be within ten Days of Easter warned before 
for ever and then to have a convenient dinner 
I mean for the Almshouse Count Day And I 
desire that if the Corporation cannot be had 
wch I desire greatly for the glory of God 
the good of his Church and Redress of Many 
Inconveniences not prejudicial to the Lord 
2 
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Bishop of Londons Jurisdiction whom I would 
have therefore Visitor he and his Successors 
for ever but to maintain Truth in doctrine 
Love in conversing together and to repress 
such Sins as follow us as men that they might 
be admonished and ordered there rather to 
make them amend or else the Colledge to send 
them and their cause to the Bishop to be 
punished accordingly and I would fain have a 
Mortmain procured of or for four hundred 
pound a Year to maintain the said Colledge 
and Almshouse and that they may have 
sure election of one president and two Deanes 
every Year and to have four quarter Days 
Sermons ad clerum in Latin and a Dinner 
every quarter Day and the Remainder to the 
Hospital Also I would a Clark to have 
sufficient lodging in the forepart of the 
Colledge to dwell and dispatch the Causes 
committed unto him And if it may be that 
all the Clerks of Parishes in London and 
Suburbs be annexed unto the said Company 
and I give towards the Almshouse and the 
Colledge either out of my Lands or in some 
portion of my Lands one hundred sixty pound 
yearly whereof one hundred twenty pound I 
would have to be settled for ever by some 
good Course in law duly to the Almshouse for 
ever And astrong fair Gate and a Wall about 
and brick building if it may be for the more 
uniformity of both the said Houses And if 
the said Corporation cannot be procured 
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whereof I have left in Writing my reasons 
both for manner and order to further the same 
that then I will have the Almshouse purchased 
alone wth convenient Rooms for twenty poor 
whereof I have six men and Women to be taken 
out of St. Dunstans in the Wests Parish three 
Men and three Women and so to be renewed 
when any of them do die or deserve expulsion 
for their evil manners And I would have two 
out of St. Gregories Parish and four out of 
Bristowe And the Residue out of the Company 
of the Merchant Taylor’s and I ordain them 
the Master and four of the Ancientest of their 
Company to rule the said poor according to 
the laws ordered for the government of the 
Poor in my Almshouse Bristowe or any other 
necessary laws as occasion shall move them 
being not contrary unto any of those 
Constitutions And if any of my poor kindred 
or of any of my late Wives Kindred Fortune 
and Elizabeth White being honest and 
qualified as I have prescribed for all the poor 
in those Constitutions I would have them unto 
the Number of four and no more at any one 
time together that they should be preferred 
before the others formerly spoken of and then 
I give them a hundred and twenty Pounds only 
still to the maintenance of the said xx poor 
and then but only fifteen hundred Pounds for 
the buying or building of such convenient house 
for them for ever And my Will is that the 
forty Pounds formerly intended to the Colledge 
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shall be converted yearly for ever to be chosen 
by the Lord Mayor and five of the ancientest 
Aldermen or the Major part to read every 
Sunday in the Afternoon a Lecture in their own 
Church at three or four of the Clock as they 
shall think best so they solemnly use to come 
thither as they do in the morning unto Pauls 
Cross where they may be all well seated under 
the Clock or Dial there on both Sides to the 
intent that the poor prisoners of Newgate 
may be manacled and spparred in Iron Chains 
hand to hand men by themselves and Women 
by themselves in long Iron Chains made for 
that purpose and so by some of their under 
Officers to be brought thither the lower way © 
next Newgate not annoy any of them So 
that the Air for Health of Body the preaching 
for their Souls their Sight for example to the 
People and Youth their Shame to be seen and 
known if any escape condemnation or be 
pardoned the Charity that some good people 
will give to the pit full of them the prayers 
they will make for them all excellent ends to 
move them to so good a work And all close 
Prisoners for any matter of State indeed may 
be kept still in but not otherwise all may 
be ranged into a Docket made of purpose 
against the wall of the Right Hand as they 
come in below so as they may have the 
Sermon and be seen of the People without 
annoyance unto any And for their Chains 
of Iron and one Docket to be made I give 
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forty pounds And because their is a Great 
Defect in handling poor persons after they be 
taken before they be tried executed and buried 
for remedy whereof amongst us Christians 
and for better example to all other Places 
wthin the Realm of England I do desire the 
minister that attendeth the poor prisoners 
for their Souls should be diligent as well 
before as after their Condemnation labouring 
by wholesome exhortations as well as by 
Administration of the Sacrament to them and 
to take the Names and the offence of every 
condemned Prisoner And to set down his 
confession and repentance before he admit 
him to the Lords Supper else abused and to go 
with them to the Place of Execution and before 
any be untied to read all their Names and 
of what Parents or Country they be that 
those that are penitent may be prayed for by 
the People to continue so and that those that 
be impenitent they may pray strongly unto 
God to move their Hearts shewing them the 
present Danger of their Souls without preaching 
on any other discourse then reading their 
Names offences their Penitent or impenitent 
Harts and so to move the People shortly before 
the Executioner do loose any one of them and 
for his Pains therein I give him eight pound 
a Year for ever And after they be dead I 
would have their bodies carried to the burying 
Place whence I would have a little brick 
house wch Walls and Windows open with Iron 
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Bars to let in Air and Wind no less to be 
made but thereupon the ground I would have 
two ancient honest Women to be chosen yearly 
by the Sheriffs of London who together with 
the Executioner only shall strip their body to 
the End their shame may be covered with such 
Sorry Linnen as they have and that in case of 
necessity they may cut the Linnen of others 
to hide from the people their Secrets and none 
shall be admitted into the said House except 
any good man or Woman who shall desire to go 
into shrewd or at least to cover the shame of 
any one he or she pitieth and bringeth linnen 
for the purpose ffor it is a Sin and a Shame to 
the Multitude to stand at such times and in 
such Places to feed their Eyes with such woful 
Sights and this will breed Remorse in others 
to leave theiving when they shall see them 
so Christianly dealt with in their Ends and for 
such House I give XXXf I say thirty pounds 
to be tiled with a strong door and lock and 
to the Women each of them five marks a piece 
being lawfully chosen and not offending by 
their Tongues or Hands either the Executioner 
of all the Rest of their Clothes or blasing their 
shame they find on the dead bodies And 
I do desire the Lord Mayor that as often 
as they do defer Execution so as a Sabbath 
day cometh between their Condemnation and 
Death that he would send two or three to 
warn all the Parishes of London to pray for 
the poor Souls condemned that as one Mr. 
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Dove that worthy Citizen did well to cause 
~ a Bell at St. Pulchres to toll upon such days 
to the same ends that we may go further for 
them to sound out on Silver Trumpets of the 
Sanctuary unto God to shew mercy upon them 
and if the City shall refuse so good a Work 
one Year after it be made known to the 
Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs then I do call 
back all my Legacies of Land or Monies wch 
I have above limited for the Lecture and 
other things to that end hoping they will 
rather accept of it and see it duly performed 
for ever Also I do give unto the Dean and 
Chapter of Pauls forty pounds land a Year 
to be set over in law unto them for this End 
that there may be three Lectures weekly read 
in the Term as formerly have been by good 
and learned Readers used Tuesdays Thursdays 
and Saturdays never mentioning my Name 
And that a pulpit be fixed of Stone or Wainscott 
fair and strong underneath the East Window 
called the Rose Window behind the Chancel 
and that there be two Strong Iron partitions 
with doors and locks one on the North Side 
by John of Gaunts Tomb the other Side by 
Sr. Nicholas Bacons to inclose all that back 
part the Partition behind to be taken down 
and also a convenient Gallery on the North 
side for the Lord Bishop Dean and Chapter and 
on the other Side likewise for the Lord Mayor 
and the Aldermen to come and hear Sermons 
when for extremity of Weather they cannot use 
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Pauls Church Yard But that it may serve 
all the Year for the term Lectures wch I would 
should be there only and towards the charge 
I give one hundred Pounds I say Cf And if 
the Dean and Residentiarys shall refuse to 
accept of this thing for what causes soever 
one half Year after is offered unto them by 
any of my Executors then I have done and 
do recal or rather not give unto them both 
the 4of Land and the 50£ monies which 
I have above limited for so good purpose in 
that Church for ever Item I do give unto 
the Mayor and Commons of Bristowe by what 
name soever called either out of my lands 
or in so much of my land to be made sure 
unto them for ever one hundred pounds a 
Year to the End that they shall appoint 
Overseers yearly to amend the High Ways 
leading unto the City of Bristowe wthin the 
Compass of five Miles thereof every travelling 
and Market Way And also the Highways 
that are most used from Bristowe unto the 
Baths and towards Oxford Ten Miles in 
length to be repaired continually and to 
begin where there is most need and when 
it shall please God that they be reasonably 
repaired that then until their be cause of 
more Repair I would have them upon good 
Bond and Assurance to lend freely unto any 
two poor Tradesmen for two whole Years thirty 
pounds apiece and unto any four poor Maidens 
of honest fame and account toward marriage 
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or not, yet to help them against such a time 
to give them ten Pounds apiece not to be repaid 
and so continually to keep a due course either 
in Repairing when need shall be employed the 
hundred Pounds as I have limited herein for 
ever and not otherwise as my trust is they will 
Item I give my house in Fleet Street unto the 
Vicar and Churchwardens of St. Dunstans in 
the West if they be a sufficient Corporation 
in law to take else some other Way as shall 
best advised for ever unto them to the 
end that shall hire either Vicar Curate or 
some other honest and able man to read 
a Lecture in that Church every Sunday and 
Thursday in the Afternoon at some convenient 
Hour to instruct the Inhabitant and their 
Children and Servants in the truth of Religion 
against all straggling opinions either from 
Room or from any amongst us and they shall 
pay him quarterly for the three quarters of 
his Reading out of the Rent of the said House 
six pounds and he shall begin his lecture the first 
Thursday or Sunday which shall first happen 
in every Michaelmas Term and so continue 
the same unto the End of Trinity Term for 
ever And the next Year so to begin again 
Item I give out of the Rent of the said House 
to the poorest of St. Dunstans on Christmas 
twenty of them twelve pence a piece And 
Whereas forty Shillings is charged upon the 
said House to the Hospital by Mrs. Doroby 
Dalton I do add twenty shillings yearly more 
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the house now rententh twenty three Pounds 
and two Capons and a little more is improved 
upon Rowland Lockeyes lease the Remainder 
whereof these things above limited well and 
truly yearly performed I give to the Vicar 
and Churchwardens for their Care and for 
a Meeting of them and so many eminent 
Parishoners as it will reasonably serve for 
Diet but never to have two Courses but only 
one good and sufficient. If any decay of 
the Rent should be I will have equal defalcation 
still out of all my legacies concerning my 
Gifts for such House or land decayed And 
I will not have the house ever demised but 
for yearly Rent wthout any fine only good 
bond and assurance for the reparation in all 
Tespects ever carefully to be made and 
performed to the end it may continue towards 
these good Uses it God so please for ever 
Also I do forgive unto my Brothers George 
White an hundred and fifty pounds which 
hath detained so long not regarding his bond 
and although some few Years sithence I gave 
him an hundred Pounds besides yet in 
brotherly affection I do give him forty pounds 
a year during his life to issue out of any of 
my lands not already overcharged And after 
his Decease I will the said forty pounds yearly 
either in land to be set forth or out of land 
to be charged for ever for the Use and further 
benefit of my poor Almshouse in Bristowe so 
as they elect and add two more poor that is 


REV. THOMAS WHITE, D.D. 27 


one a Man and the other a Woman to the 
former number but to be in all respects 
qualified and order as all the rest by my 
former Constitutions are appointed wherein 
I do charge the Governors for ever before 
God to have due regard for ever And some 
of them to see the poor quarterly and to order 
any things amiss among them before their 
yearly Count day as my special trust they will 
upon this my last desire upon them and their 
successors for ever Also I do give unto all 
my sisters Children unmarried notwithstanding 
I gave divers of them in my lifetime yet now 
I say to as many as live and are unmarried 
I do give twenty pounds apiece to my Cosen 
two Daughters living married or unmarried 
I give five Pounds apiece To my Brother 
Giffords two Sons out of my Book either in 
kind so many books or in money twenty 
Nobles apiece And also the Annuity of ten 
pound their Father payeth me I give between 
them two during the whole Term Item to 
my Cosen Simpsons two Sons I give my 
Copyhold Lands in Lawlings to be equally 
sold or enjoyed between them All my apparel 
such as it is Do give unto my Brother 
Giffords my Cosen Mr. John Simpson, Dr. Day 
and Mr. John Downham preacher only my 
second best Gown I give unto Mr. Gray my 
Curate or unto him that shall be my Curate 
at the time of my decease and except two of my 
best Cloaks the one I give to my Brother G. 
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White the best and the next to my Cosen Mr. 
Robert Kitchen Item I do give and bequeath 
all my Household Stuff in Windsor as bedding 
besteads hangings Chests Coverlids Linnen 
and Woollen Pewter only excepted my plate 
Monies and Books and such of any of the said 
Stuff which I shall not especially give or 
bequeath hereafter in this my last will unto 
any other my household Stuffe in Windsor 
I do give to be equally parted divided or sold 
between my Cosen Anne Simpson and my 
Servant Joane Bostocke And further I do 
give unto the said Joane Bostocke for her 
better maintenance or preferment three 
hundred Pounds And also I do give unto her 
the said Joane Bostocke and unto her Heirs 
for ever all those my Houses and Lands I 
have in Pescodsheet in Windsor Item I do 
give unto Anne Barlowe my Servant one 
hundred Marks Item I do give unto Francis 
Shearman (if he deal well and truly in his 
Accompts and in my other Affairs and Goods 
in London within his custody as also of my 
Stuff at Oxeforde wch I hope he will wth my 
Executors and Overseers I do then give him 
fifty pounds Item I do give my books in 
Windsor all that are in folio and Latin unto the 
Dean and Canons of Windsor towards their 
Library and all the smaller Volumes therein 
I do give between my Cosen Simpsons two Sons 
but all the English Books in Windsor I do give 
unto Joane Bostocke as my Bibles and other 
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Books being not English Concordances or such 
Books as are not so fit for her Use as for my 
Cosen Simpson’s Sons All my other written 
Books of Notes of Sermons drawn out and not 
printed and my Lectures upon the Hebrews I 
do give unto Mr. John Vicars and to Mr. John 
Downham and my Cosen Mr. John Simpson 
praying them to perfect them that are imperfect 
and to punish them as also by good choice 
to make one other great Book of Miscellanea 
out of all other my Notes or Papers with 
their best Judgement to profit Gods Church 
withall and beside the profit they will yield 
from the Printer I give them for their Care 
and Pains therein as my Trustee if they will 
perform it five Pounds apiece But I would 
have all the printed Books in my own Study 
at London whatsoever to be sold towards the 
performance of the Legacies in this my last 
Will and Testament as also all my other Stuff 
and Plate not specially bequeathed before to 
be sold to the Use of my Will In respect 
whereof I do call in the thousand Pounds I 
lent to the Mr and Wardens of the Merchan- 
taylors and have their Common Seal for it I 
say I desire it may be called and paid within 
one half year after my decease for the better 
performance of this my last Will and Testament 
Also I will that all Rings and my late Wines 
shall be given one of mine with a Cornelian 
Stone unto Mr. George Crooks my dear Friend 
and he to have his Choice And the other 
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Cornelian Stone unto my Cosen Simpson for 
a Remembrance and all my Wives Rings to 
be indifferently divided between Mrs. George 
Crooke and my Cosen Anne Simpson for 
like remembrance It is any fault shall 
be material in any or all my Executors by 
too long delay or dealing otherwise then is 
my desire here in my Will signified that 
in such Case I give to my Overseers to sue 
them at the Law or in the Chancery for 
speedy redress and the Charge of such Suit 
I will shall be out of his or their part given 
them as Executors equally to be deducted 
I humbly desire all the Judges before whom 
any such Cause shall come that they will 
further the Right of this my last Will agt 
them or any of my kindred that shall disturb 
my Executors and my Executors shall default 
equally so much out of his or their portions 
whosoever shall trouble or seek to hinder 
them in Suit for the Execution of this my 
last Will and Testament And for the better 
preventing of such evil Minds I do give 
Power as far as I can unto my Executors 
that if there be any such cause to fall away 
any land of mine and to purchase other 
Lands truly for the performance of the 
perpetuities granted to good Uses (as is 
above limitted) Item I name for my Executors 
my dear Friend Mr. George Crook in whom I 
put great Trust for the Execution of this my 
Will also my Cozen Mr. John Simpson and my 
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loving Friend Mr. John Keeling of the Temple 
for my three Executors whom I would not have 
any more profits for their pains then a hundred 
pounds apiece and the Charge of any Suit to be 
out of their Estate that hinder them or out of my 
Legacies equally to be defalked if they cannot 
have any means otherwise And I do will and 
bequeath to each of them three for love and labor 
theiy Labour the said hundred pounds apiece 
Also I do name for ye Overseers of this my last 
Will Mr. Doctor Day my kind Friend Mr. 
Downham preachers and my Cozen Mr, Robert 
Kichen of Bristowe and for their love and labor 
therein I give unto each of them forty pounds 
apiece I say 40f apiece praying their aid as 
cause shall require* I do give all my 
Wife’s Apparel left between my Cozen Robert 
Kychin’s Wife of Bristowe and Joane Bostocke 
my Servant and I do subscribe unto this my 
last Will and Testament with my own hand 
And I do revoke all former Wills by me made 
and I do acknowledge the blottings and 
interlinings to be done by myself as may 
easily appear And I reserve to myself 
power whilst I live to add or alter any thing 
by Word of Mouth with any one honest 


* The portion in italics was rescinded by the follow~ 
ing marginal note of the testator : 

“T have changed my Executors both for number 
and recompence upon due consideracon as also my 
Overseers ye first of October 1623 at Windsor.” 

THO. WHITE. 
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Witness or more or by my own hand either 
under this Will or in any Schedule by itself 
witnessed or not which I will have to stand 
good and effectual as any part of this my 
Will Dated and sealed before. In Witness 
whereof I have subscribed my name the day 
and Year first above written viz. the twentieth 
Day of February Anno 1622—THO. WHITE. 


BUT moreover my meaning is that after 
all my Legacies are performed and all 
other Things accordingly that then if it be 
above forty pound remaining it shall be cast 
into three parts one for my poor kindred 
forgotten the other two parts to be between 
my two Executors and my two Overseers 
equally divided But if be but £40 &c. I 
will my poor kindred shall have it all such 
as I had forgotten and had nothing given them 
before Itaest Junii 4th 1623—THO. WHITE. 


MEMORAND 1° Octobris Anno 1623 at 
Windsor I have for divers considerations 
altered the number and recompence of my 
Executors and Overseers and do now name my 
kinsman Mr. John Simpson Preacher for one of 
my Executors and my loving Friend Mr. John 
Keeling lawyer of the Temple for ye other 
unto whom because they shall have no other 
Recompence I do give to each of them one 
hundred pound apiece for their love and 
Jabor in the due Execution thereof as I do trust 
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they will do their best And I name the right 
Worll. Sr. George Crooke my very dear and kind 
Friend for one of my Overseers and Mr. John 
Downham preacher my good Neighbour in 
London to be the other unto each of whom 
in that respect I do allow a hundred marks 
apiece And do give as much authority as I 
can in law or equity to sue and implead any 
of my Executors kindred or whomsoever that 
shall go about to hinder the true Execution of 
this my last Will and Testament which I 
intend to good uses and do trust unto their Care 
herein as also to sell away any Land I have 
& to buy other if any question of title or 
incumbrance shall appear to let them to 
perform this my last reposed trust in them 
And all the charge of such Suits I will shall be 
raised out of my whole Estate or out of their 
Parts to whom I have given any legacy if they 
disturb me or if they be paid before then 
equally to be raised out of all that have 
continual Pensions Rents or Payments by 
defalcation pound and.pound like to defend 
my Overseers And I trust in Almighty God 
it will never grow to any such Extremity 
and I humbly desire ye Judges in evy. Court 
of Law or Conscience or both to assist my 
Overseers herein written with my own hand 
the day and year abovementioned—THO. 
WHITE Item I do require some Friends 
of mine in Windsor to Witness unto all this 
my Will which I acknowledge before them 
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THO. FRITH Canon of Windsor JOHN 
MARTIN Vicar of New Windsor. 
PROBATUM fuit Testamentum suprascriptum 
unarum Codicillis annex apud London coram 
Judice 19° Martii 1623 Juramentis Johannis 
Simpson verbi dei predicatoris et Johannis 
Keelinge Executorem Quibus Commissa fuit 
administratio Etc. de bene &c. Jurat. 


THE TEMPLE HOSPITAL, BRISTOL. 


As already briefly stated, the Temple 
Hospital was founded and endowed during 
the lifetime of the Rev. Dr. Thomas White, 
in the year 1613. The following is a copy of 
the Reverend Doctor's original deed of gift :— 


To all Christian people to whom this present 
writing shall come Thomas White, Doctor of 
Divinity (son of John White, sometime of the 
City of Bristowe, merchant deceased), sendeth 
greeting in our Lord God everlasting. Whereas 
I the said Thos. White being by the Grace of 
God minded and resolved to erect, found and 
establish an Hospital as well for the finding, 
sustentation and relief of poor needy and 
impotent people, as to set poor folks a worke, 
according to the Statute made in the Parlia- 
ment of our late Sovereign Lady Queen 
Elizabeth of blessed memory in the 29th year 
of Her Majesties reign (entituled an Act for 
Erecting of Hospitals or Abideing and Working 


REV. THOMAS WHITE, D.D. 35 


Houses for the Poor) have for that intent and 
purpose newly builded and sett up divers 
tenements and buildings to the number of ten 
upon a part of a garden-ground scituate and 
being in the Temple Parish in the City of 
Bristowe aforesaid, sometime belonging to a 
messuage or tenement, lying and being in 
Temple Street in the said city wch. said 
messuage and garden Susan Kitchen, widow 
deceased, late sister of me the said Thomas 
White, did hold and enjoy by joint purchase 
with her husband (Richard Kitchen) from one 
Roger Glassbolt in the 16th year of her said 
late Majesties reign. Know ye now that the 
said Thomas White for the performance and 
accomplishment of that my intent and purpose, 
by licence and authority of said Act of 
Parliament do (by this my deed enrolled im 
His Majesties High Court of Chancery and 
there remaining of record, according to the 
purport of the said Statute) erect, found, and 
establish the said new erected buildings or ten 
tenements together wth. the scite and soil they 
stand upon, to be an Hospital and abideing 
place, to continue for ever hereafter, for such 
poor needy and impotent people, as be hereafter 
in these presents mentioned, nominated and 
appointed and for their successors:—And to 
that intent and purpose I the said Thos: White 
have therein placed ten poor persons whose 
names be hereafter mentioned in these presents 
whom I do hereby ordain and appoint to be the 
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first Brethren and Sisters of the same Hospital, 
and that the same poor persons and such 
other as shall be hereafter named (according 
to these presents) and their successors shall 
from henceforth . . . . be persons founded 
and incorporated in the same Hospital that 
is to say: Wm. Coxe, John Durnel, Roger 
Neave, Henry Williams, John Witterlie, 
Richd. Barratt, John ——————, Thos. 
Whiteing, and Ellen Davis and Thomasin 
Westley Widows, saving to myself authority 
from time to time to remove them or any of 
them, and to place in their rooms such other 
person or persons to be members of the same 
Hospital instead of those which shall be 
removed or shall decease. And who or which 
shall be head or chief of them, whom I will 
and appoint to be called the Antient Brother, 
and for the present I do appoint the said 
Wm. Coxe to be the head and chief of them, 
and to be called by the name of the Antient 
Brother of that Hospital—and that the said 
Hospital shall’ be from henceforth called by the 
name of The Temple Hospital in Bristowe, 
and that the said persons (so named and 
placed herein as aforesaid) and their successors 

be and shall continue and remain 
for ever incorporated and made a Body 
Politick in all respects perpetually to continue 
and endure in succession for ever :—And by 
these presents I do incorporate them by the 
name of The Antient Brother Brethren and 
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Sisters of the Temple Hospital in Bristowe. 
And I do appoint that they and their successors 
for the time being at all times hereafter shall 
be a Body Corporate and Politick in name 
and substance, and shall by the name of the 
Antient Brother Brethren and Sisters of the 
Temple Hospital in Bristowe have full power 
and authority and lawfull capacity and ability, 
both by these presents and by any other 
writing or conveyance to purchase take hold 
receive enjoy and have to them and their 
successors for ever as well goods and chattells 
as manors lands tenements and hereditaments 
being freehold lands of me the said Thomas 
White or of any other person or persons what- 
soever so that the same exceed not the yearly 
value of two hundred pounds above all charges 
and reprizes, and so as the same or any part 
thereof be not holden of our Sovereign Lord 
the King . . . . And that the same Antient 
Brother and the Brothers and Sisters of the 
same Hospital shall have use and enjoy for 
ever a common seal or seals, such as by me 
the said Thos: White (my Heirs, Executors or 
Assigns) shall be in writing under our or any 
of our hands or seals, ordered or appointed, 
whereby they shall or may seal any manner 
of deed or instrument touching the same 
Corporation, and touching the lands tenements 
&c. . . . . And that the same persons and 
their successors shall be ordered directed and 
visited placed, or upon just cause displaced by 
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such person or persons as shall be hereafter 
named that is to say I myself during my life 
and after my decease by two of the antientest 
Aldermen of the City of Bristowe and by the 
Town Clerk and by the Chamberlayne (all of 
the said City of Bristowe) and by the Vicar of 
the Parish of Temple in Bristowe and by my 
Brother George White during his life all or the 
greatest number of them according to such rules 
statutes and ordinances as shall be sett forth 
made and devised or established by me or by 
such as I shall appoint the same to be in 
writeing under our or any of our hands and 
seals (not being repugnant or contrary to the 
laws and statutes of this Realm) . . . . And 
the said Thos: White having hereby thus 
founded the said Hospital and incorporated 
the same do by these presents for the main- 
tenance support and perpetual finding of the 
poor people therein now placed and their 
Successors give grant and confirm unto the 
Antient Brother, Brothers and Sisters of 
Temple Hospital, Bristowe, and their successors 
for ever all the said ten tenements and scite 
and soil of the same whereon they are scituated 
together with all the residue of the garden 
ground thereto adjoining and belonging and 
extending eastward towards the water of 
Havon of the City of Bristowe, and also all 
that messuage or tenement before mentioned, 
whereunto the said garden ground whereon 
the said ten tenements are builded did sometime 
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belong with all cellars chambers and rooms 
thereunto belonging and now in lease unto 
James Prendergrast of Bristowe, Dyer, by 
indenture made between me Thos: White on 
the one part and the said James Prendergast 
on the other part bearing date the sixteenth 
day of May last past before the date hereof 
and whereupon is reserved the yearly rent of 
five pounds of lawfull money of England. And 
also I the said Thomas White for the intent 
and purpose do by these presents give grant 
and confirm unto the said Antient Brother 
Brothers and Sisters . . . . all those 
messuages or tenements gardens and void 
grounds with their appurtenances thereto 
belonging scituate and being in Bear Lane in 
the Parish of Temple aforesaid and now or 
late in the several tenures or occupations of 
Thomas Phillips Roger Steavens and Florence 
Box . . . . and were lately purchased by 
me Thos: White of John Webb of the said 
City Shearman, by deed bearing date this 
4th of Augt. last past before the date hereof. 
And further . . . . all that messuage or 
tenement commonly called or known by the 
name of the Sign of the Fox or Gillden or 
Golden Fox scituate and being in Cheapside 
in the Parish of St. Mary Colechurch in the 
City of London now in the tenure and occupa- 
tion of one Jno. Eason Citizen and Grocer of 
London, abutting north toward the Great 
Conduit there, and east on the messuage or 
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tenement there and now or late in the tenure 
or occupation of one John Hayward 
Apothecary and west upon the messuage 
or tenement now or late in the tenure or 
occupation of Benjamin Baker Apothecary, 
together with all and singular shops, cellars, 
, warehouses, , water 
courses, rooms, , void grounds, edifices 
profits, customs, priviledges, commodities, 
easements and hereditaments whatsoever 
3 the which messuage or tenement [ 
Thos: White purchased from one John Lacye 
as by one Indenture dated January 15th, in 
the eleventh year of his said Majesties Reign 
enrolled in his said Majesties High Court of 
Chancery, appeareth, and the which are demised 
and letters to the said John Eason by me the 
said Thomas White as by one Indenture dated 
Jany. 15th, in the eleventh year of his said 
Majesties reign, appeareth, and whereupon is 
reserved the [yearly rent ?] of two and thirty 
pounds of lawfull money of England. 

IN WITNESS whereof the said Thos. White 
have hereunto sett my Hand and Seal, March 
the 14th in the 11th year of our Sovereign 
Lord James (by the grace of God) first of 
England, &c., and of Scotland forty-seventh 
Anno Domino 1613. 

THO. WHITE. 


The Rev. Dr. White, by a Deed of Gift, 
gave a house in High Street, in Bristol, as a 
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further maintenance for the poor of Temple 
Hospital, An. Dom. 1615. 

By another deed, dated April the 2oth, 
1615, it appears that the doctor gave 
this house in High Street for the better 
maintenance of the poor of Temple Hospital, 
which said house is situated in All Hallows 
Parish, extending from the front in High 
Street to All Hallows Churchyard backwards. 

His mother’s father (Walter Phillips) 
formerly lived in this house, and was a 
mercer. He gave it to his daughter 
Elizabeth, from whom it regularly descended 
to the doctor. 

By the same deed it appears that the 
doctor married Elizabeth, the only daughter 
of Wm. Bovey, barber surgeon and citizen 
of London, “ who (the wife) was the chief 
means that the aforesaid Hospital was 
founded in Bristol rather than elsewhere,” 
and the aforesaid house was given to the 
Hospital ‘in remembrance of his mother 
and his late loving wife, Elizabeth.” The 
house was then in the occupation of 
Wm. Slade, a mercer. 

The following is a rent roll of all the lands 
and tenements belonging to the Temple 
Hospital in Bristol for the year 1616 :— 
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p. a. 
Sar arf 


Impr. one tenement in Cheapside 

in London, called the Golden Fox 32 0 0 
Item one tenement in the High St. 

in Bristol, in the tenure of Wm. 

Slade - . <axt20s0-10 
Item one tenement i in Temple St. 

in Bristol, called the Livery 

House, now in the tenure of James 

Penderdrass as Syne. a 8 eal 
One tenement and shop in 1 Temple 

St. aforesaid, in the tenure of 

Thos. Phillips .. ; i - SOO 
One tenement in Beer* Lane, in the 

Parish of Temple, in the tenure 


of Thos. Writing ; 014 0 
‘One tenement in Beert Lane, in the 
tenure of Roger Stevens as =O OD 


Item for ten small gardens of the 
Almshouse there being sometime 
a piece of void ground, whereon a 
rack stood, and late in the holding 
of Thos, Taylor .. “8 ka Ok, 0 


{srg ig 


* Beare Lane. 


¢ Beare Lane. An old document (1701) records: 
“The three tenements in Bear Lane formerly 
constituted one, and used (when three) to let for but 
three pounds and five shillings, as appears in a deed 
made July 30th in the 31st year of Charles II. Two 
of these tenements fell into ruins, and the other now 
xemains at the corner of the Lane in Temple Street, 
and adjoins to the Livery House.” 
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One of the first steps the Rev. Dr. White 
took was to incorporate by a Deed Poll 
the Ancient Brethren and Sisters, of which 
the following is an extract :— 


By Deed Poll dated 14th March, 1613, the 
Rey. Dr. Thos. White did incorporate the 
Temple Hospital in Bristowe by the name of 
the Ancient Brother, Brothers, and Sisters of 
the Temple Hospital in Bristowe and that they 
should have all the usual corporate powers and 
a Common Seal, and that the same persons 
and their successors for the time being should 
be ordered directed and visited placed or upon 
just cause displaced by such person or persons 
as should thereafter be named viz. by himself 
during his life and after his decease by two of 
the ancientest Aldermen of the City of Bristowe 
for the time being and by the Town Clerk of 
the said City and by the Chamberlain of the 
said City, and by the Vicar of the Parish 
Church of the Temple in Bristowe and by his 
Brother George White during his life and the 
greatest number of them according to such 
Rules, Statutes, and Ordinances, as should be 
set forth or established by him (the said 
Thomas White) or by such as he should appoint. 


During the same year Dr. White drew 
up certain ordinances and laws (appearing 
at the end of this book) for the management 
of the Hospital, and to this day they are 
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duly observed by the Governors So full 
of detail and exact are they, that no room 
is left for doubt in any mind as to the 
extraordinary care the reverend doctor 
took of this little community, not only at 
the time of its foundation, but for its future 
career. The Governors are required, as 
many as can, or three at least, once every 
year, on St. Thomas’s Day (the anniversary 
of the founder’s birth) to meet in the house 
towards the street (Temple Street) in the 
morning, which he appointed for ever to 
be “the Livery House for the poor.” The 
rules were then to be read openly in the 
presence of the poor. 

Dr. White provided that a dinner should 
follow for the Governors, allowing an expendi- 
ture of forty shillings, ‘‘ where the poor shall 
be and receive some part of the remainder.” 

In the year 1635 two new tenements were 
built, at a cost of £69 4s. 9d., on the death 
of the doctor’s brother, George White, to 
whom he allowed {40 for his life, which at 
his death was to be expended in the erection 
of these tenements. 

Two new tenements were also added in 
September, 1779, at a cost of £137, the 
inhabitants or members to be qualified in all 
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other respects as the founder of the Hospital 
appointed in his ordinances, except that 
they may be of any parish in the City of 
Bristol, and either men or women, as the 
Governors shall think proper. 

When these tenements were proposed to 
be built there was a capital of {2,263 6s. 6d. 
in hand that had been reserved of the rents 
in case of fire or unforeseen accidents (for 
rebuilding the whole if need required) out 
of the interest or balance of which sum the 
said two new tenements were to be erected, 
of similar form with the old. 

It appears by a grant dated April 9th, 
1701, that the seats for the poor of Temple 
Hospital were built at the charge of the 
parish, and fixed at the lower end of the 
south aisle of the church, in consideration 
of the sum of five pounds being paid to the 
parish by the Governors of the Temple 
Hospital into the hands of the church- 
wardens, as stated in a memoranda: “ The 
church was at this time repairing, and they 
sit elsewhere before.” 

The following is a copy of the deed above 
referred to :— 


Whereas the seat or pew in Temple Church 
now used by the poor of Dr. White’s Hospitall, 
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is found inconvenient, as well to the said poor 
as to others resorting to the said church; and 
the said parishioners of the said parish being 
now repairing their said church, have at their 
charges erected and built at the lower end of 
the south isle of that church, convenient seats 
to the good liking and approbation of Mr. 
Edward Tocknell Chamberlain and Mr. Arthur 
Bedford Vicar of said chutch (two of the 
Governors of the said Hospitall) the same seats 
to be afterwards continued to the sole and 
only use of the same poor. Whereupon the 
Governors of the said Hospitall have paid unto 
the churchwardens and overseers of the said 
parish five pounds of lawfull money of England 
as the gift of the said Hospitall to the said 
Parish. Therefore wee whose names are hereto 
subscribed Parishioners of the Parish of Temple 
Doe hereby for our Selves and our successors 
(Parishioners and Inhabitants of the Parish) 
covenant grant agree and engage to and with 
the Governors of the Hospitall their successors 
and assignes, That the same seats shall for 
ever hereafter, continue, remain, and be to 
and for the sole and proper use of the poor 
people. Witness our hands and seale this 
Ninth day of Aprill, in the year of our Lord 
God one thousand seven hundred and one. 


MATHEW RoceErs. JON. GRANGE. 
Jos. FINCHER. WALTER STEWART. 
Joun Hupson. 

SAMLL. WHITING. 
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In the account book for the year 1701 it 
appears that two pews or seats were 
appointed for the poor at the Hospital. 

The present seats are in the Weavers’ Chapel 
in Temple Church, and the Clerk and Sexton 
are paid {1 each annually for services rendered 
to the poor pensioners. 

The dinner held annually on St. Thomas’s 
Day is now usually known as the “ Pease 
and Pork Dinner.” 

At the time of the foundation there were 
ten inmates; there are now thirty-two 
inmates, and in addition there are seventeen 
out-pensioners who are not provided with 
a dinner. It is, however, probable that on 
future occasions they will be given the 
same privilege. The Governors always 
invite the Lord Mayor, the Sheriff, the 
Churchwardens of Temple, the Town Clerk, 
the City Treasurer, and each Governor has 
the privilege of inviting a guest. 

The City Treasurer (Mr. J. Tremayne 
Lane) writes that “ unfortunately the space 
is so limited in the Livery Courtroom, it is 
not possible to seat more than sixteen. I 
have not been able to find the reason for the 
rather unusual character of the food, but 
think it must have been handed down 
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traditionally. I can answer for it having 
been carried out on the same lines for 
upwards of fifty years.” 

All the food is served on pewter dishes 
and plates, some of them very ancient. 
After the Governors and their guests have 
finished their repast the Lord Mayor, 
Sheriff, and others make a few speeches. 


Menu of dinner given December, Ig1I— 

2 boiled legs of pork together 

2 bellies of pork } 544 lb. 

2 pease puddings, garnish green peas. 

Baron beef (x06 Ib.). 

Beef steak (g} lb.). 

Loin of veal (30 1b.). 

Baked and boiled potatoes. 

Brussels sprouts, sea-kale. 

Greens for the poor. 

Apple tart, 99 apples, and r quince. 

Toasted cheese. 

2 plum puddings, Devonshire cream. 

18 mince pies (small), 2 jellies and cream. 

Cellery, endive. 

Dessert. 

Tea and coffee. 

Wines. 

8 plum puddings for the inmates. 

The Municipal Corporations Act of 1835 

rendered certain alterations in the manage- 
ment and constitution of the Temple 


1882. 


RE-BUILDING, 


TEMPLE HOSPITAL BEFORE 
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Hospital necessary. Since that date the 
Charity has been governed by the Vicar of 
Temple, for the time being, as President and 
four members of the Town Council, who are 
elected annually on the 1st day of January 
in each year (two of whom take the places 
of the Town Clerk and Chamberlain, who are 
no longer governors). 

In its early days Temple Hospital consisted 
of ten tenements, eight of which were 
occupied by residents of Temple Parish, the 
other two by residents of All Saints’ and 
St. Werburgh’s Parishes. 

In March, 1882, the Governors decided 
to pull down the Almshouses and rebuild. 
Mr. Hirst, architect, prepared plans and 
specification, and in the following May the 
tender of Mr. W. E. Walters for £3,250 was 
accepted. Mr. Hirst dying suddenly on 
the 5th July, Mr. Henry Crisp was appointed 
to carry on the work. The actual expendi- 
ture amounted to £4,594 17s. 3d. The Mayor 
(Mr. Joseph Dodge Weston) performed the 
opening ceremony on 21st December, 1883. 

As time went on the property bequeathed 
by the founder both in London and Bristol 
increased so much in value that it was found 
advisable to extend the benefits of the 
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Hospital. At the present time there are 32 
inmates in Temple Hospital and 21 pensioners 
each of whom receive 8s. a week. The 
inmates each receive a gown every three 
years, and at Christmas both inmates and 
pensioners are given money to purchase half 
a ton of coal, half a pound of tea, and three 
pounds of sugar. In the present day 
candidates for admission to the Hospital 
must be over fifty years of age, either 
spinsters or widows, or single men or 
widowers without encumbrances, and mem- 
bers of the Church of England. The 
average age of the pensioners is about 72. 

Miss Hester Elizabeth Carlile, who died 
11th December, 1876, left a sum of Consols 
sufficient to increase the pay of the inmates 
of Dr. White’s and Alderman Stevens’ Alms- 
houses in Temple Parish one shillingfper 
week each, for which purpose the net amount 
of £2,496 Stock was transferred by her 
Executors. 


GOVERNORS OF THE REVEREND Dr. THOMAS 
Wuite’s Temp_e Hospitar, BrisTor. 

Alderman John Noble, President. 

The Reverend Fountain Elwin, Vicar, 


tit | died 1869. 
Ebenezer Ludlow, Town Clerk. 


‘Thomas Garrard, Chamberlain. 
Alderman Thomas Daniel. 


1828. 
1829. 


1837. 


1838. 
1842. 


1843. 


1846. 


1851. 


1854. 
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Alderman William Fripp, in place of 
John Noble. 


Alderman John Haythorne, in place of 
Wm. Fripp. 


At this date the Municipal Corporations 
Act came into force, when the Town 
Clerk and Chamberlain were no 
longer ex-officio Governors. On the 
17th January the Council elected the 
following members to act as Gover- 
nors, with the Vicar of Temple :— 
Thomas Stock, Henry Ricketts, 
Thomas Daniel, William Fripp. 


Edward Bowles Fripp, elected in place 
of T. Stock. 


Henry Bush, elected in place of T. 
Daniel. 


Alderman George Woodroffe Franklyn 
elected in place of E. B. Fripp. 

James George, elected in place of H. 
Bush. 


Robert Phippen, elected in place of 
W. Fripp. 


James Gibbs elected in place of G. W. 
Franklyn. 

Richard Jenkins Poole King, elected in 
place of J. Gibbs. 


Alderman Robert Gay Barrow, elected 
in place of J. George. 2 
é 


ye 
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1855. 
1859. 
1864. 
1869. 
1870. 


1875. 


1877. 


881. 


r8o1. 


1893. 
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John George Shaw, elected in place of 
R. Phippen. 


Alderman Robert Phippen, elected in 
place of H. Ricketts. 


Isaac Allan Cooke, elected in place of 
J. G. Shaw. 


The Reverend W. Hazledine, appointed 
Vicar of Temple, died 1907. 


Alderman Francis Adams, elected in 
place of R. Phippen. 


Alderman Thomas Proctor, died 15th 
May, 1876. 

Alderman Sholto Vere Hare, retired 
1st January, 1881. 

Alderman William Hathway, retired 1st 
January, 18o9r. 


Alderman William Proctor Baker, re- 
tired 1st January, 1902. 

Alderman John Avery Jones, retired 
Ist January, 1891. 


Alderman Sir George William Edwards, 
retired 2nd January, 1899. 


Alderman Sir Charles Wathen, died 
14th February, 1893. 

Alderman Charles Bowles Hare, died 
7th October, I191r. 


Alderman William Robert Barker, died 
roth August, IgIr. 
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1899. Sir Robert Henry Symes, died 6th 
October, 1908. 

Igo2. James Colthurst Godwin, retired 2nd 
January, 1905. 

1905. Alderman Charles Edward Ley Gardner. 

1907. The Reverend William Welchman ap- 
pointed Vicar of Temple. 

1g09. Sir Edward Burnet James. 

rg1r. Alderman Alfred John Smith. 

tgtz. Alderman Christopher Albert Hayes. 


SION COLLEGE AND ALMSHOUSE 
NEAR CRIPPLEGATE, LONDON. 


By his will Dr. White assigned three 
thousand pounds of his estate for the building 
of a college and an almshouse within the City 
of London, but gives no intimation that he 
had selected any particular site for the pur- 
pose. It appears that the executors found 
an opportunity to treat for and purchase 
Elsyng’s Spital near Cripplegate, of Robert 
Parkhurst, citizen and Alderman of London, 
for the sum of £2,450 as appears by a Deed 
of Bargain and Sale of Premises from Robert 
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Parkhurst to John Simpson and John Kelinge, 
Dr. White’s executors, dated April 25th, 
1627, and also by another Deed of Release 
of the same premises enrolled in the Hustings, 
London, from the same Robert Parkhurst and 
Helen his wife to Dr. White’s executors, dated 
Ist May, 1627. 

In this last deed the property is 
described :— 


One capital messuage, sometime belonging 
to the Priory of Elsynge Spital; three tene- 
ments and two gardens within the close and 
precinct of the said Priory ; one long messuage 
or house situate near the said close and pre- 
cinct of the Priory, and extending in length 
from the priory-church towards the east, by 
the common way leading from Cripplegate to 
Bishopgate towards the north, to Philip Lane 
towards the west. Three tenements lying 
together to the said scite and garden of the 
Priory in Philip Lane. Two tenements lying 
together to the scite of the said Priory in 
Aldermanbury, abutting upon the priory- 
garden towards the west, and upon the common 

_ street leading from Aldermanbury to London 
Wall towards the east. 


The history of this site since the dissolution 
of religious houses is not without its interest. 
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In less than a hundred years it had changed 
hands five times, if we include the purchase 
by the executors of Dr. White. Parkhurst 
and his wife, of whom they had it, had bought 
it of Sir Rowland Hayward, Knight and 
Alderman, and John Large, citizen and 
cloth-worker of London. Hayward and 
Large acquired it by purchase of Henry 
Norrey, Esq., and of Margery, his wife, to 
whom it really belonged, as it had come to 
her as her dowry. She was one of the 
daughters of Sir John Williams, who at the 
surrender of Elsyng Spital to the king, 11th 
May, 1530, purchased it from the Crown, 
together with certain land which had 
belonged to Nutley Abbey in Buckingham- 
shire, for the sum of £526 19s. 2d. 

The annual value of Elsyng Spital at the 
time of the Dissolution was £193 15s. 5d. 

At the date of this last transaction 
Sir John Williams, who was subsequently 
created Baron Thame, was keeper of the 
king’s jewels. As soon as he obtained 
possession he turned the lodgings of the 
prior and canons of the Spital into a dwelling- 
house, the chapel yard into a garden, the 
cloister gallery and almshouses into a stable. 
Whilst Sir John was living in the priory, in 
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1541, the whole dwelling-house, with its 
appurtenant buildings, was burned down by 
a fierce fire. Of the king’s jewels many were 
consumed in the conflagration, and many 
more wete stolen in the confusion attendant 
upon it. Thus perished every vestige of 
Elsyng Spital, save the portion of the priory 
church which had been purchased by St. 
Alphage Parish, to which Sion College has 
no claim. Sion College still possesses twelve 
deeds relating to Elsyng Spital. 

Elsyng Spital was so called from its 
founder, William Elsyng, who in the year 
1331 endowed it as a hospital for a hundred 
sick poor, to be managed by and ministered 
to by a warden and four secular priests. 
Nine years later, at his desire, the warden 
and secular priests were superseded by a 
prior and five canons regular, of the Order 
of St. Augustine. 

The Deeds of Conveyance of this guondam 
priory from the heirs of Sir Jchn Williams 
to others, and at last to Dr. White’s 
executors, are all in the custody of the 
Registrar of Sion College. 

After the executors had made their 
purchase of the premises, and surrendered 
them in form to the king, that they might 
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be discharged of the tenure of knight service 
and be held in common soccage, they 
obtained a Royal Charter of Incorporation, 
bearing date July 3rd, in the sixth year of 
King Charles I, and another, June 2oth, 
in the sixteenth year of King Charles II. 

From the Charter of Incorporation we 
learn that— 


Thomas White, Minister of the Holy Gospel 
while he lived, and Vicar of the Parish Church 
of St. Dunstan in the West, London, by his 
will gave three thousand pounds for the obtain- 
ing a House to make a College for the Ministers, 
Rectors, Vicars, Lecturers and Curates within 
the City of London and suburbs of the same ; 
and an Almshouse to the College next to adjoin, 
for the habitation of ten men and as many 
women . . . . Know ye that we favouring 
the will of the said Thomas White ; 
Have willed, granted, constituted and ordained 
that the house and edifices in the Parish of St. 
Alphage, near Cripplegate, London, shall be a 
College which shall be called by the name of 
Sion College, within the City of London, of 
all and singular the Rectors and Vicars of 
Churches, Lecturers and Curates within the 
City of London and suburbs of the same City 
in any of the churches canonically instituted, 
and hereafter shall be instituted, and have 
power to preach from the Bishop of London 
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for the time being, and there residing and 
‘constituted in the order of a minister (presbyter), 
who by the name of President and Fellows of 
Sion College within the City of London shall 
be called; whereof one in manner and form 
following shall be, and shall be chosen and 
called President of the same College, and two 
others . . . . elected and called Deans; 
and four others shall be called Assistants, and 
the rest of the said Rectors and Vicars, 
Lecturers and Curates shall be and shall be 
called Fellows of the same College. 

And whereas the said Thomas White (whom 
we will to be rightly named Founder of the 
said College) . . . . Also we will and for us, 
our Heirs and Successors, we grant to William, 
now Bishops of London and his succesors, 
that the said Bishop and his successors shall 
be visitors of the said College, to visit the said 
‘College, as well in the chief as in the members, 
and to do those things which pertain to visitors, 
as often as to them shall seem meet. 

In witness whereof &c. Teste at Canbury 
the 3d day of Jully in the sixth year of the 
Reign of Charles the First (1630), by writ of 
Privy Seal. 


The Court Register begins the next year 
thus :— 
May 3, 1631. 
At a General Assembly of the President and 
Fellows of Sion College, the day and year 
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above-written, being the first Tuesday post 
ives Pasch, these were by general consent chosen 
Governors for the year ensuing, according to 
Charter :— 
President : 
Thos. Westfield, D.D., Rector of St. 
Bartholomew the Great. 


Deanes : 

Thos. Wonar, D.D., Rector of St. Botolph’s, 
Bishopsgate. 

John Simpson, B.D., Rector of St. Olave’s, 
Hart Street, 

Assistants : 

Richard Watson, D.D., Rector of St. Mary, 
Aldermary. 

Cornelius Burges, D.D., Rector of St. 
Magnus, Bridge Street. 

George Walker, B.D., Rector of St. John 
Evangelist, Watling Street. 

Thomas Wood, B.D., Rector of St. Michael, 
Crooked Lane. 


From an account of the Hospital in the 
year 1724, there were twenty poor people 
in as many little single rooms under the 
library ; ten men whose doors open within 
the College, and ten women who open on 
the other side into Philip Lane. 

At first the founder’s estate yielded them 
six pounds apiece per annum, a very good 
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subsistence in those days, and his will 
determines the places whence they shall be 
chosen. 

About the year 1644 the Governors 
took upon themselves the right to choose 
candidates from any place, according to 
their own discretion; but the City of 
Bristol, the Merchant Taylors Company, 
and the Parishes of St. Dunstan’s West 
and St. Gregory’s (London) exhibited a 
Bill in Chancery against them, and obtained 
a decree (dated December the 17th, 23 
Car. I) to oblige them to observe the 
directions of the will; so that they are 
confined to choose out of those places 
(see Founder's Will), but are to be judges of 
the qualification of the persons proposed to 
be admitted into the almshouse. Such 
persons (two for each vacancy) are to 
present a petition to the Governors in court, 
with a certificate well attested, that they are 
honest, sober people of the Communion of the 
Church of England; and when the 
Governors have elected one of the two 
prescribed, the churchwardens of the parish 
where the elected inhabited give bond of 
fifty pounds penalty that they will save the 
College and Parish of St. Alphage harmless 
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from any charge or expense which their 
almsfolk may have occasion for over and 
above the annual pension which they 
receive from the estate of the founder; 
and that in cases of exigence they will still 
own them, and treat them as their own 
proper parishioners. 

Under the rules and orders at this period 
the poor people elected from Bristol were 
permitted to continue there (Bristol), in 
consideration that the pension of this place 
cannot subsist them, and that they would 
be too far removed from their parishes, 
which are obliged to make it up to them. 

In the Court Register, anno 1635, there 
is a remark that Judith Allen, alias 
Verzelyne, an almswoman of this house, 
was daughter cf Sir William Allen, Knight, 
sometime Lord Mayor of the City of London. 

The lands which the founder left, instead 
of improving as others have done, had sunk 
in value, by 1724, nearly one half. This 
happened partly through bad tenants, and 
partly by the situation of the estates in the 
farthest part of Essex, where the sea had 
broken in upon the land and much damaged 
it by salt water—a contingency which 
has to be guarded against at the present 
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day. The College itself suffered more dread- 
fully in the Great Fire of London of 1666, 
which laid the greater part of the city in 
ruins. 

The poor almsfolk took sanctuary in the 
adjoining Church of St. Alphage, which 
fortunately escaped the fury of the flames, 
and there they were on November 11th of 
that year, when the Governors sent orders 
to clear the church of their lodgings, otherwise 
they would not be paid their pensions. 

To repair this great loss a subscription 
list was quickly started, and some {1,280 
was raised. 

In an account of the state of the College 
anno 1707, it is said that in rebuilding the 
library and hospital there was expended 
above the sum of £1,300, and that the hall 
and other public rooms and the rest of the 
College (not let out before upon ground rents) 
cost about £2,000 more: yet all this did 
not nearly repair the loss. The most 
considerable part of the College for yielding 
rents, with all the houses in Aldermanbury 
and Philip Lane, were let out upon building 
leases, not one of them yet expired, and the 
ground rent which they pay to the College 
was but small. It was not until these 
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building leases fell in, between the years 
1731 and 1738, that the College became free 
from debt and was able to pay its way. 


RENTS OF BRADWELL AND HOCKLEY 
ESTATES. 


The whole revenue was, by common 
consent of Bristol, Sion College and the 
Lecturer of St. Paul’s, in the year 1672 
distributed into a hundred and three equal 
parts, of which Bristol had seventy, Sion 
College twenty-eight, and the Lecturer of 
St. Paul’s five. 

The Court Register is here deficient, by 
reason of the clerk’s absence throughout the 
year 1672; but in the year 1691, February 
the 25th, an account hereof was settled 
and stood between Sir Richard Hart, Trustee 
for Bristol, and the Governors, in manner 
following :— 


“Out of the whole rents being in sum 
£158 6s. rod., there being deducted £75 4s. for 
a quit rent paid to Queen Katherine, Dowager 
of King Charles II., and £4 gs. 6d. accidental 
expences ; there remained £78 13s. 4d., which 
was divided into 103 parts, of which :— 
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£ »s.0d, 
Bristol had 7o parts .. .. 53 9 2 
Sion College had 28 parts .. 2I 7 Io 


Lecturer of St. Paul’shad 5 parts 3 16 4” 


And this method of distributing is still 
-continued. 


Sion College was, unfortunately, in its 
eatly days beset with financial difficulties, 
the site and building of the College having 
cost more than had been anticipated, and 
the country property having depreciated in 
value. The founder’s intentions were 
undoubtedly munificent, and there should 
have been, besides the anniversary banquet, 
four quarterly dinners every year, for each 
of which he allowed {10. A Latin sermon 
was to be preached, the orator receiving a 
‘certain honorarium, although Dr. White 
-assigned no reward for the preacher. 

Dr. Westfield, the President, preached 
first, anno 1633, at the expiration of his 
second Presidentship, and at the same time, 
after the election of new Governors, four 
-doctors of divinity were requested to preach 
the four quarterly Latin sermons for the 
year ensuing ; but in 1636 the Latin sermons 
‘were reduced to two in a year in regard of 
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the small means allowed for dinners, and so 
to have only two sermons and two dinners. 

At the election of Governors in 1640 it 
was resolved by all the clergy then present 
that in consideration of former difficulties in 
procuring preachers, each doctor of that 
body should preach the Latin sermon in 
Easter Term, and each Bachelor of Divinity 
in Michaelmas Term, according to the 
seniority of their degrees. In Michaelmas 
Term, 1642, it was omitted, as the College 
was then visited with the Plague, and at 
Easter following by reason of _ the 
distractions of the times, taxes on this 
College, and that the day for it happened 
immediately before the public fast. Again, 
in the year 1651 the feast and sermon were 
omitted by reason of the soldiers being 
quartered in the College. Dr. John Meriton 
had one broad piece of gold (value £1 3s. 6d.). 
This is the last gift for a sermon upon record. 
The President has regularly preached the 
anniversary sermon in Latin in St. 
Alphage’s Church until quite recent times. 
The last President to deliver his sermon 
in Latin was the Rev. Collins, in the 
year 1878. 
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The strong Puritanism of the Court of 
Governors did not save the College from the 
annoyance of providing quarters for a troop 
of soldiers, placed there on December 26th, 
1648, ‘‘ for the safety of the city and parts 
adjacent.’’ Applications to General Fairfax 
were made, and they were quickly removed, 
only to return again in 1651, as appears 
by the following order :— 

Wednesday, the 16th of April, 1651, at the 
Council of State sitting at Whitehall. 

Ordered, 


That the place called Sion College be 
appointed to quarter such solidiers in as 
Colonel Berkestead shall send thither, for the 
safety of the city and parts adjacent. And 
that special care be had that the Library be 
kept safe and no injury done to it. 


Ex GUALTER Frost, Secr. 


Twice were the Council of State petitioned 
by the Governors to remove the soldiers, 
and that the College might receive such 
reasonable allowance for the damage 
sustained, and towards future reparation. 
But nothing (says the Register) was done ; 
the soldiers remained until the end of the 
year 1652; for there is an Order of Court, 
March 6th, 1653— 
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That thanks be given to the Protector for 
the removal of the soldiers: but that he should 
be informed at the same time of the spoil and 
havock which they had made. 


The loss of the silver clasps on the vellum 
Register of Benefactors is laid to their 
charge. Cromwell promised compensation, 
but none was ever paid. 

There is little to 1ecord during the 
eighteenth century in the history of the 
College. In the year 1711 the Lieutenancy 
of London ordered a company of trained 
bands to keep a Court of Guard in Sion 
College. The Court met, and resolved that 
the President should endeavour to dissuade 
the commanding officer from entering the 
College with his company, How the business 
ended the Register does not know ; but the 
historian, William Reading, then librarian, 
has recorded :— 


I well remember (for I lived then in the 
College) that a company of soldiers quickly 
came before the gate, and the captain sent to 
me desiring leave to draw up his men in the 
College. I returned answer that it would be 
very inconvenient, by reason one of my family 
was then sick in bed. Whereupon he mustered 
his men under London Wall, without the 
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College gate, and so we heard no more of the 
matter. 


About the year 1845 the Court decided 
to erect a new building for the almsfolk on 
a plot of ground on the south side of the 
library. The former arrangement of having 
the library over the lodgings of the almsfolk 
was unsatisfactory in more ways than one, 
particularly in exposing the library to the 
great danger of destruction by fire. The 
building, however, had not long been 
erected when it was determined to increase 
the pensions, so that the old people could 
live elsewhere with their relations or friends, 
the additional money being provided by 
letting the site of their building. The 
growth in value of land in London, from 
which part of the income of Sion College is 
derived, made it possible to increase the 
number of pensions as well as_ their 
value. 

The old college buildings which were 
erected after the Great Fire were badly 
constructed, and had become altogether 
unsuited to the present-day requirements. 
Large sums had been spent in repairing 
them, and so much had been rebuilt that 
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little or nothing remained of the original 
building. About the year 1885 it was 
determined, therefore, to find a new site. 
The necessary authority of Parliament 
was obtained, and a plot of ground on 
the Victoria Embankment was purchased 
from the city at a cost of £31,625. 
The foundation stone was iaid by 
President Povah on April 21st, 1885, the 
estimated cost of the building amounting 
to £26,000. 

The stone bore the following inscrip- 
tion— 


COLLEGIO DE SION 
IN PAROCH. STI. ALFAGI AD POMOERIUM OLIM SITO, 
A. THOMA. WHITE, S.T.P., 

IN USUM CLERI LONDIN. A.S. MDCXXX° FUNDATO 
‘YECNON BIBLIOTHECA SUMPTU IOANNIS SIMPSON IBIDEM CONDITA, 
HUNC LAPIDEM ANGULAREM NOVARUM AEDIUM POSUIT 
XI. KAL. MAIAS A.S. MDCCCLXXXV°. 

ALUREDUS POVAH COLLEGII PRAESES. 

PONENDO ADFUERUNT 
FRIDERICUS EPISCOP. LONDIN. VISITATOR. 

JOAN. F. KITTO, RIC. WHITTINGTON, DECANI 
GUL. T. T. WEBBER EPISC. BRISBAN. ELECT. GEORG. BARNES, 
M. S. A. WALROND, SEPTIMUS BUSS, ASSISTENTES. 

GUL. H. MILMAN, BIBLIOTH. CUSTOS. 

BENIGNE FAC DOMINE IN BONA VOLUNTATE TUA SION, 
A. GUL. BLOMFIELD. ARCHIT. L. T. CHAPPELL. AEDIF, 
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The Prince of Wales (afterwards King 
Edward VII) was one of the first who 
had advised the removal of the College 
from its cld site, and the Court were 
therefore fortunate in being able to secure 
His Royal Highness’s presence at the formal 
opening of the new buildings, which took 
place on December 15th, 1886. The 
Prince was accompanied by the Princess, 
who on her arrival was presented with a 
bouquet by the daughter of the President, 
Mr. Richard Whittington. The royal 
guests were received by the President and 
the Court of Governors, comprising the 
Rev. G. Barnes (Fellow), Senior Dean; the 
Rev. S. A. Walrond, Junior Dean; Mr. 
Billing, Mr. Buss (Fellow), Mr. Instay, Mr. 
Panchridge, Assistants. There were also 
present the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Lord Chancellor, the Archdeacons of London, 
Middlesex and Westminster, the Bishops of 
Bedford, Colchester, Rochester, and St. 
Albans. The Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge, and the City of London were 
represented by their Members of Parlia- 
ment. 

After the service, at which Psalm cxxv. 
was sung, the President drew their Royal 
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Highnesses’ attention to the panelling, 
stained glass, and certain other relics 
brought from the old buildings, including 
the President’s chair, which was made from 
the wood of the plane tree which grew in 
the old college garden. 

The hall, common room and library were 
opened to Fellows on January 3rd, 1887. 
The library at that time contained 62,000 
volumes. Fully one-third of the books and 
manuscripts perished in the Great Fire of 
1666. 

In the year 1682 George, Earl of Berkeley, 
gave the whole contents of his study, 
1,626 volumes, and in 1705 John Lawson 
left by will his fine collection of 1,180 volumes 
to be added to the Sion College Library. 
John Wynne left {100 to the Governors of 
the College, that the annual interest might 
be expended on the library. Samuel Brewer, 
by his will dated November 24th, 1684, 
left all his books to Sion College, but the 
College never received one of them. Two 
more valuable contributions were added 
early in the eighteenth century. Thomas 
James left by will his library for the service 
of the public: his widow decided that it 
should go to Sion College. And in 1712 
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the Rev. E. Waple, Vicar of St. Sepulchre’s, 
and a former President, bequeathed all his 
books to the College. 

The library contains some rare and valuable 
manuscripts, including the only known copy 
of the “ Breviarium Secundum Usum Ecclesie 
Eboracensis,” a Greek manuscript of the 
gospels, and a Latin Psalter, both beautifully 
illuminated ; a Service Book used by the 
Bridgetine Nuns of Syon, near Isleworth, 
and a copy of Wycliffe’s Old Testament. 

Among the printed books are The Recuyell 
of the Histries of Troye, translated by 
William Caxton, and printed by him and 
Colard Mansion, at Bruges. This was the 
first book printed in English, and the one 
by which Caxton learned his art, as he 
himself tells in the epilogue. The Chastyzing 
of the Goddes Chyldern, by Caxton, contains 
the first example of a title-page. Bartholo- 
maeus De Proprietatibus Rerum, printed at 
Westminster on paper made in England by 
Wynkyn de Worde’s press, and Quaestroae’s 
Antonit Andreae super duodecim libros 
metaphysia Aristotelis, the first book printed 
in London. The first polyglot Bible, printed 
in 1511-17. There are also copies of 
Coverdale’s Bible, known as “ The Treacle 
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Bible,” on account of the curious translation 
of Jeremiah viii. 22: “‘ There is no more 
Treacle (balm) at Gilead.” Tyndale’s. 
Pentateuch, the “ Great Bible,” that was by 
royal order set up in parish churches, and 
the Bishops’ Bible. A first edition of the 
Prayer Book, 1549, and Laud’s Prayer Book, 
printed for use in Scotland, 1637, and a first 
edition of Shakespeare’s Lucrece. 

The College also possesses several pictures 
of great interest. Many of them are 
portraits of benefactors. One picture is of 
much earlier date than the College itself, 
a panel having on one side the head of 
Christ, and on the other the beheading of 
St. John the Baptist. It probably belonged 
to the ancient Priory Church of Elsyng 
Spital. 

A portrait of the founder, Thomas White, 
was given to the College by the Corporation 
of Bristol. Sion College previously possessed 
a similar portrait, which was destroyed in the 
Great Fire. They have also a fine portrait of 
Charles I and one in duplicate of Charles II. 
Another portrait of Thomas White hangs in 
Temple Hospital, Bristol, and there is another 
at the Council House. John Evans in his 
Chronological Outline of the City of Bristol 
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notes in 1625, ‘‘ Paid unto John the Painter 
for drawing of Dr. White’s picture {2 10/-.” 
There are several portraits of the Bishops 
of London, who have acted as visitors of the 
College from its foundation, including 
Bishops Laud, Juxon, Compton, Sherlock, 
Gibson, Terrick, Randolph, Howley, and 
Blomfield. 

Before closing the account of Sion College 
it will be well to give a few extracts from a 
paper read by the Rev. W. H. Milman, M.A., 
before the London Middlesex Archzological 
Society on 2nd June, 1880 :— 


Sion College is nothing more or less than a 
Guild, Company, or Corporation of the 
parochial clergy, the Rectors, Vicars, Lecturers 
and Curates of the City of London proper, and 
of the immediate suburb thereof. At the 
first foundation of the College these suburbs 
were only the few parishes of enormous extent 
which touched the city walls in any portion of 
their circumference, and the suburban Fellows 
were few in number, being only the incumbents 
of those few parishes. By a decision of the 
visitor, however, dated 15th June, 1846, the 
Tight of Fellowship has been conferred upon 
all the incumbents of all the new parishes, 
the churches of which are situated within the 
limits of those old suburban parishes. Hence 
the suburban Fellowships are now more 
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numerous than the urban, and the total 
number of Fellowships has risen to full one 
hundred and sixty, largely in excess of the 
number at the time when the College was 
founded, then about one hundred ; still more 
in excess of the total at which the Fellowship 
stood for nearly two centuries after the Great 
Fire of London had given the opportunity 
for reducing, by a large union of benefices, the 
excessive number of city imcumbencies. The 
present large number of Fellowships (about 180) 
has been reached by this vast addition to the 
suburban Fellowships, and in spite of some 
further extinction of the original city 
Fellowships by the operation, miserably slow 
as it has been, of the different Acts for the 
union of benefices within the City of London. 

Sion College has its Court of Governors, 
annually elected, of which the chief is the 
President ; next to the chair come the two 
Deans, and besides these there are four 
assistants. Sion College has also its livery, 
capable of election upon and electing to the 
Court of Governors. This livery consists of 
the incumbents of benefices within the area 
already defined. The members of the livery 
are styled Fellows of the College. Sion 
College has also its freemen, the lecturers and 
curates at these churches, the incumbency of 
which confer Fellowship upon their possessors ; 
these are members of the College, but can 
neither choose nor be chosen Governors. The 
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annual election of Governors is appointed by 
the Charter to be held upon the third Tuesday 
after Easter Tuesday. The election is 
absolutely free, or if restricted at all it is 
restricted only by certain by-laws which were 
enacted by the livery, the whole body of the 
Fellows, and subsequently approved by the 
visitor. . . . Whilst, however, the College 
is thus free annually to elect almost whom it 
will to serve upon the Court of Governors, 
when once chosen for its year of office the 
Court becomes supreme. With it lies the 
entire and uncontrolled management of the 
whole business of the College, the use of the 
seal for all administrative purposes, the 
appointment of all officers, the granting of 
leases, the control of the expenditure, the 
management of the library and the like. 

It is an .honourable peculiarity of Sion 
College that all who are members of the 
College must be of the craft of which it is the 
guild. It is a Guild of Clergy engaged in 
active work within a certain area; whoever 
loses this qualification ceases at once to be a 
member of the guild. Sion College has no 
members who are so by inheritance or by 
purchase. 

In most guilds those who have passed the 
chair remain upon the Court of Governors, 
and, of course, powerfully influence its policy. 
In Sion College those who have passed the 
chair are elevated into a certain dignity of 
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position, but they do not remain upon the 
Court, and so their influence upon its resolutions 
are no greater than that of any other Fellow, 
and their experience is practically lost to the 
College. On the other hand, it must be borne 
in mind that the initiative of a freely-elected 
Court would be much hampered if they were 
liable to be out-voted by a body of their 
seniors more numerous than themselves, and 
often pledged to some policy of the past. 

By his will a tomb should have been erected 
to his memory. In this particular only, for 
some unexplained reasons, his executors appear 
to have failed in carrying out its provisions. 
At any rate, until the year 1877 this eloquent, 
large-hearted, open-handed man _ remained 
without such a monument as he had desired. 
In that year, when Mr. Lyall was President of 
Sion College, the long omission was supplied, 
and in the chancel of St. Dunstan’s Church 
a fine and handsome tablet, from the design 
of Mr. Arthur Blomfield, with a medallion 
portrait of him whom it commemorates, was 
erected at the expense of the President and 
Fellows of Sion College and of some of the 
Trustees of the Municipal Charities of the City 
of Bristol. 

“Benigne fac Domine in bona voluntate 
tua Sion.” 


THE TEMPLE HOSPITAL. 


Tue Ordinances and Laws which I will have 
to be observed and kept in the Temple Hospital, 
at Bristol, by me erected and founded in the 
year of our Lord 1613, as well by the Governors 
thereof, for the time being, as also by the ten 
poor brethren and sisters which either now are 
or hereafter shall be there placed for ever. 


CuaptTer I. 


I do require that the Governors for the 
time being, as many as can, or three at the 
least, shall once every year, on St. Thomas’s 
Day (if it be not Sunday, or else the next day 
after), meet in the house towards the street, 
in the morning, which I do appoint for ever 
to be the livery house for the poor, to be used 
only as I shall limit and appoint the same. 
And there being three or more of the said 
Governors, I will, that these rules be read 
openly, before all the said poor that can 
conveniently come, to the end they may 
understand what to do in their places. And 
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for one dinner that day for the Governors, I 
do yearly allow forty shillings, where the poor 
shall be, and receive some part of the remainder, 
and be admonished to pray privately, every 
one of them, every morning and evening, and 
before and after every meal, some short prayer. 
And shall likewise (without manifest let) 
diligently frequent the parish church, Fridays. 
and Sundays weekly, giving thanks unto God 
for all His mercies unto them, and praying for 
His blessing of them in body and soul, together 
with His whole church, the King’s Majesty and 
the realm, etc. And if any shall neglect to do 
this, and proof be made thereof that it is not 
done, he or they shall for every two days so 
together omitting it, and no extreme sickness 
or reasonable cause appearing, lose twopence 
out of his quarter’s stipend, and so as often 
as it can be proved, continually, he shall pay 
so much out of his quarter’s stipend, and it 
shall be equally divided among the rest there, 
that do use the church, and do pray at home, 
as is above appointed. 


CHAPTER II. 


I will that the antientest of the Governors 
shall be always the President, but not to have 
any negative voice, to the end, that the major 
part always (if any difference should arise, 
which God forbid) may proceed to order or 
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determine anything not contrary unto these 
my ordinances, wherein the said President 
shall be always necessarily one. 


CuapTeER III. 


I will that none be chosen into any of these 
ten houses but single persons, either that were 
not married at all, or be single afterward law- 
fully, and so to continue during their dwelling 
there ; and that none be chosen under the age 
of fifty, nor any that is known to be, or that 
hath been within one quarter of a year before, 
either a blasphemer of God, or fornicator, or 
‘drunkard, whereof if any question shall arise, 
I will, that upon request made to the minister 
of any of the three parishes hereafter mentioned, 
and whereof the said party then is, that the 
certificate of the said minister and one of the 
churchwardens of the said parish, shall be a 
sufficient satisfaction for the same to judge or 
clear the party for any such crime. 


CHAPTER IV. 


I will that two of the middlemost of the ten 
tenements shall be always for two poor and 
honest widows or single women, above the 
age formerly limited, and that they shall 
success vely enjoy the two middle lodgings. 
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And there shall none be permitted to dwell 
within any of the ten poor as an inhabitant 
but only as a servant, and that never above 
one in one house, be it son, or daughter, or 
hired servant, and they also to be of honest 
name and fame ; or otherwise, if after warning 
given by the Governors, or three of them, the 
President being ever one, for the remove of 
any suspicious or naughty person, and he or 
she in whose lodging the said party is retained 
do not, within one month, remove him or her, 
being not so sick or weak as that it cannot well 
be done, but as soon after that as they can, 
and receive none so removed again, that then 
the party so offending shall lose his place and 
be removed, and another chosen in, allowing 
him or her no part of his or her stipend for that 
quarter wherein he or she so offendeth. 


CHAPTER V. 


I will that as often as any place shall be 
void that the supply be chosen only out of 
Temple Parish, St. Werburgh’s and All Hallow 
parishes, so as there be never at one time above 
eight of Temple Parish in the said alms- 
house, except there be no poor fit in the other 
two, and so as if there shall be poor enough in 
either of those two, or in one of them, yet never 
shall there be above four at any one time in the 
said almshouse of St. Werburgh’s and All 
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Hallow, or either of them, or any that hath not 
been three whole years together parishioners 
in some one of the said three parishes im- 
mediately before they seek for any of the said 
places. 


CHAPTER VI. 


I will that no alteration be made to disfashion 
any of the said ten tenements except God stir 
up any to better them all alike ; but I will that 
they be all kept uniform, and that there be 
continual reparations, as often as need shall 
be, and means remaining to perform it, for 
which cause I will, that upon the death or 
remove of any, that there shall none be put 
in ’till one full quarter be expired, always 
accounting it from one of the feasts most usual, 
as the Nativity of Christ, the Annunciation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Nativity of St. 
John Baptist, or St. Michael the Archangel. 
And that he or she that succeedeth by election 
shall ever take his or her house last deceased 
or gone; and I will that no exchange by any 
be made among themselves, but that every 
man keep his own house allotted, and so suc- 
cessively to be admitted into every of them. 
And I will that the twenty shillings for tnat 
void quarter to be ever expended on the said 
house if need shall be presently ; and if that 
any part thereof remain, it shall be bestowed 
on any other of the ten tenements, if need be, 


REV. THOMAS WHITE, D.D. 83 


or kept in stock, until there shall be necessary 
use thereof for reparations from time to 
time. 


CHAPTER VII. 


I will that the ten poor shall, every one, 
receive twenty shillings a quarter, at the end 
of every quarter, for ever, except at Michaelmas, 
at the end of which quarter I would always 
have a general account day, on St. Thomas’s 
Day, or if it be Sunday, then the next day 
after, yearly, for ever. But if any shall die 
or shall be removed after the middle of any 
quarter, I will that the residue of that quarter’s 
pay (rateably by the days of that quarter), 
shall be stayed for the use of the reparations 
general, except the Governors shall see cause 
in conscience to grant away the whole quarter’s 
pay, which I do leave to their consideration to 
dispose of ; but do require therein the voices 
of three of the Governors at the least, and the 
President to be always one. 


Cyapter VIII. 


I will that the common gate be locked 
every night, from the Annunciation until 
Michaelmas, at nine o’clock at night, or within 
one quarter of an hour after; and from 
Michaelmas until the Annunciation at eight 
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o’clock at night, or within one quarter of an 
hour after; and that if any of the ten poor 
shall lye forth of their houses above two nights 
in one year, without leave of the President, or 
shall suffer any stranger to lodge with them 
above three nights in any one year, without 
like leave, that then the party or parties so 
ofiending shall receive an admonition, to be 
entered against the general account day; and 
that after three admonitions registered against 
any one for their faults in this particular, or 
any other deserving an admonition, I will he, 
she, or they shall for the fourth fault be 
removed and put out; only I ordain that one 
or more of the Governors, the President being 
one, shall be sufficient for admonition; but 
for expulsion, I will that four at the least of 
the said Governors shall always consent, 
whereof the President to be ever one. 


CHAPTER IX. 


I will that the key of the outer gate shall 
be kept yearly by turns among the eight poor 
men, beginning at the antientest in his place, 
and so to be in order, from one to another 
yearly, the key to be delivered to him that 
shall keep it, ever on St. Thomas’s Day (or 
the next day following if it fall on a Sunday) ; 
and if any by age or sickness be unfit, he shall 
allow his deputy (one of the poor) twelvepence 
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every quarter out of his pay, for the attendance 
in his stead; and when any defect shall be 
found for not locking or not looking to the 
said gate at reasonable time as is before limited, 
the party offending, deputy or otherwise, shall 
lose fourpence for every time, if it be proved 
or confessed, and the money shall be equally 
bestowed or divided among the other nine 
poor there, 


CHAPTER X, 


I will that they shall have, every third 
year, on the said St. Thomas’s Day (if it be not 
Sunday), or else upon the next day after, every 
poor man and woman of the said number of 
ten, three yards of sad marble broad cloth, of 
eight shillings the yard, to make them ten 
gowns, without velvet, lace or silk, in plain 
and decent fashion, all alike the men, and 
both alike the women for ever, and three 
shillings apiece to make them so up; and also 
one cognizance of a dove, to be made in tin or 
like metal, with this inscription, ‘‘ Be simple,”’ 
which cognizance hereafter shall be made at 
the charge of the several ten poor, as oft as 
need shall be, and shall be worn daily when 
they go abroad ; and if any of them shall sell 
or give away his or her gowns before the said 
account day three years after, or shall not 
usually wear the said cognizance, that the 
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party offending shal] for that fault make his 
or her gown upon their own charge for that 
time, and the three shillings for that year 
shall be equally divided among the rest not so 
offending. But and if the party shall so offend 
again he or she shall, besides the punishment 
above-mentioned, receive an admonition, and 
it shall be registered against them. And the 
mould whereby they shall cast their cognizance 
being of copper, I will shall be safely kept in 
the place where their common seal shall be 
kept under two locks and keys, the one key 
to remain with the President, and the other 
with the antient brother for ever. 


CHAPTER XI. 


I do give to the minister of the Temple 
Parish for the time being, and his successors 
for ever, twenty shillings yearly, to be paid 
ten shillings at Michaelmas, and the other ten 
shillings at the Annunciation of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, for ever, to the end that he shall 
privately visit the said poor when any of them 
are sick, and twice in every year catechise 
them altogether (if they can come together), 
one hour at the least in any afternoon of 
the last week:of every half year; which if he 
shall refuse to do or neglect it, so as that the 
President and two others shall find it to be a 
fault, they shall dispose of the one ten shillings 


REV. THOMAS WHITE, D.D. 87 


and of the other unto whom they please, only 
to the same end and so often and so long as 
they shall see just cause so to do. 


CHAPTER XII. 


I will that if any other disorders shall arise 
among the said ten poor for ever, that so soon 
as the Governors have notice thereof, three or 
more of them shall take order to redress the 
same without long delay, and they shall 
punish the guilty party or parties in their 
discretions, yea, unto an admonition, if he 
shall deserve one; but I will have none 
expelled for ever, without the consent of all 
or the major part of the Governors. 


CHAPTER XIII. 


Lastly, I will that no lease or leases be here- 
after made of any house or houses, or lands, 
now given or hereafter (if any shall be), shall 
be demised for any more than one-and-twenty 
years, and for a reasonable rent, without any 
fine, the tenants always to stand bound with 
sufficient sureties for all manner of reparations ; 
and the sureties to be so allowed by the 
President and two other of the Governors at 
the least; and that if God bless the said 
almshouse, so that there be increase of rents 
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above six pounds yearly more than will serve 
for all payments, yearly charges and liveries 
also reckoned, that then and in that case so 
much thereof shall be equally divided among 
the ten poor, upon the account day aforesaid, 
and the residue. thereof (if any shall be over- 
plus), shall be truly applied upon the general 
reparations of the houses and walls, etc., 
indifferently without innovation or alteration, 
by enlargement or otherwise, of one tenement 
from the fashion of another ; and if any rents 
shall fall short by necessity or casualty of this 
world (which God forbid) that then equal 
defalcation be made out of the several pensions 
of all the poor there, until it shall please God 
they may receive their former full allowance. 
And so I end, praying Almighty God to bless 
them that now are or that hereafter shall be 
of the said poor almshouse for ever. AMEN. 


i THOMAS WHITE. 
April 30th, 1614. 
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